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NEWSLETTER 6 SPRING, 2008

2008 MAINE FOLK ART TRAIL MEMBERS ONLY OPENING RECEPTION
The Rufus Porter Museur Save the date! Monday, June 2nd fro/mbn, the Museum
enters its fourth year and maine will host a Members Only Champagne Opening Reception

now officially recognized ‘ for our 2008 Folk Art exhibit. Our members are very dear to
at a national level! The ' fO 1 k Qrt us as supporters and very special friends. Please plan to join

best news is that we have trail us for this evening of fun, food and champagne and a chance

been selected to partici- to see this summerés extraordin
pate in the Maine Folk Art Trail from June through Octo- U

ber of 2008. We are soexcited about this that we want n CO maﬂ

to tell you the story ofvhere we are todagspecially ) )
since the Folk Art Trail anticipates over 100,000 visitor ~ The Maine Folk Art Trail has

throughout Maine. produced fAFol ki . i uine N€,
. . . Uncommon Treasures, 1750
First, a little history lesson: 19259, edited R Mur -

Bridgton was a major center of wealth and art in the earlyPhy with photography by Ellen
1800s, for which there has been little recognition in the ~McDermott. Including an intro-
historical art world. By exhibiting major pieces of folk ~ duction by Stacy C. Hollander,
art created in our area, we are changing the perception of€nior Curator, American Folk
Western Maine from being a wilderness to one of high ~ Art Museum, the book will be
accomplishment during this early period. We will have available at the Museum gift _
major art pieces by the best known artists of the period, shop and on our website for $35. Twelve objects from the
including John Brewster, Jr., J.H. Davis, William Prior, Rufus Porter Museum exhibit are included in this book of
John Mead and James Lombard, which will document thel00 of the best folk art examples in Maine.

high quality of art produced in Bridgton. Accompanied IN THE NEWS

b%’ thte we(;l kn%‘"{)” ||;n§1(?es The Museum has attracted some major publicity in the past
ot art produced by Bridg- o\ months. Yar?keueSMagazine has chosen us as an

:Z’oortgrqchfaobnegsts;]ovr? et o%us 60 Choi ¥evkéerMaperrnads
' J w Guide to New England.

will have a long lasting

impression on folk art The Museum will be listed on YankeeMagazine.com. The

collectors throughout the  site and the magazine have a circulation of over 2 million

country. people who are passionate about New England and travel
here.

We encourage you to visit
Weathervane by James  the exhibit at the Rufus Other publications including Lake Living, Down East, Early
Lombard Porter Museum as well as  American Life, Antiques and Arts Weekly (Newtown Bee),
the other 10 participating  Antiques and Fine Arts and Old House Interiors have fea-
museums, and to recognize the role of Maine Heritage agured the Museum recently or will be in upcoming issues.
among those creating the best of folk art in the countr

e Qufus orter Museum A Rufus Porter Museum
The participating museums inclu@elby College Mu- % 2008 Folk Art Extibit 2008 Folk Art Exhibit Catalog
seum of Art (Waterville), Maine State Museum B - | Dedicated to Bob Dunning and
(Augusta), Maine Maritime Museum (Bath), Farnswor Donald Johnson in appreciation
Art Museum (Rockland), Penobscot Marine Museum for their efforts in saving the pre-
(Searsport), Maine Historical Society (Portland), Mus¢ sent Rufus Porter Museum house
ums at Old York (York), Saco Museum (Saco), Bates in 1986, thus preserving it for the
College Art Museum (Lewiston), Sabbathday Lake Town of Bridgton and folk art
Shaker Museum (New Gloucester) and the Rufus Por lovers throughout the country.

Museum (Bridgton). 28 pages in full color
$16 each



CULTURAL HERITAGE SERIES 2008 DOCENTS
Final plans are underway for the 2008 Cultural Heritage Se-What would we do without our volunteer docents...not
ries, scheduled for Tuesday, July 8 through Saturday July much, I'm afraid!Our docents are essential to the operation
12th. There is still room to register for many of the classes of the museumWe can't thank them enough! We welcome
Signing up is easy; just call 2@647-2828 and we will proc-  them back warmly and are pleased that 90% are returning
ess your registration over the telephone with a Visa or for this coming summerThey know our need is great!"
MasterCard. Information on all the classes is available on

our website at www.rufusportermuseum.org. and we are hoping for a commitment of tw@ur shifts a
ANTIQUE APPRAISALS : Thursday, July 10th, Ron month. The first training date will be on Thursday, May 29,
Bourgeault (antiques, $10 per item) & Bonnie Dwyer (quilts,at 9:30 am to 12 noon to acquaint docents with the 2008
$25 per quilt) will be doing appraisals at the Bridgton Town folk art exhibit.

Hall on N. High Street from-8pm. This is a great opportu-
nity to | earn about vyour

KEYNOTE: Be
keynote speech fAColl ecting
a Pot of Gol do o+8:30pmuattledevy evening (7

Magic Lantern Theater. Ron is owner of Northeast Auctions 2008 INTERNS

and frequently seen as an agpihddskif e astillingthe Ms&um Sxllirithls Suhfher R © 2

show. and fall. Please find time to stop in and welcome them.
The intent of the intern program is to introduce future cura-
tors to Rufus Porter and encouragepg
love of the folk and decorative arts
fields.

Suzanne Brennan will begin on Ma
18. From Canandaigua, NY, she ig
student at the R

The Museum will be open five days a week from 11to 5

f aThere will pe a later session for docents not available in al o
e\érﬁ/ Sube’ Plea&et II'N%&/%t&%ﬁé yOLIJ \}/oalc?likev u

a t to jeimahd beapmeRrmne invBloed witl) eua progrands s

F o THANKAYOU... THANK& OLE . hTHANKLYOU ng or w

sure to plan on

A list of all the classes and workshops offered is below.

Historic Crafts

Herbal Wreath Making
Exploring Gourd Art
Tying Maine Streamers
Broom Making

Mural Painting
Rufus Porter Wall Mural

Painting
Folk Painting
Decorative Painting

Country (Vinegar) Graining
The Folk Art Santa Sleigh
Antigue Finishes for Home
Theorem Painting
Ukrainian Egg Decoration

DIY for Your Old House
Practical Pres. Old Homes
Window Repair

Old Plaster Repair

A Step Back in Time

American Decorative Arts School
located in Rochester, NY. She co

with a wealth of experience in gift

shop and tour management

Fiber Arts Historic Barns
Care/Repair of Antique Quiltsintroduction to Genealogy
A Stitch in Time Herbal Walk into the Past
Rag Baskets Genealogy & the Internet
Felting Herbal Remedies

Hooked Rugs, Waldoboro  Gravestone Conservation

Stella Smith, a Master of Historic
Preservation student at the Universi
of Georgia will begin on May 24th.
She holds BAGs i
Classical Culture and is really lookir
forward to her first trip to Maine.

We welcomed Steve Munger to the Board of Directors in Jantsm Laude from Concordia College,
ary who assumed the office of Treasurer. Steve retired in 208™oorhead, MN last December.
from the Academic Dean position at Bridgton Academy after @he has tutored students in writing S
long career in college counseling and development. His expand is a Curatorial Intern at the Plal
tise brings a needed dimension to the board. Art Museum. Brianna arrives on

Realizing that the upcoming Maine Folk Art Trail would re- June 6th.

quire the Museum to increase its program, the Board voted in

October to ask Nancy Smoak to become our first paid em- Tashia Dare araduates this Ma:
ployee as Projects Director. A tireless volunteer since the mp- 9 -

NEW BOARD MEMBER AND EMPLOYEE Brianna McNelly graduated Magna"' BN

seumbés first inception, her ° %hAL‘(IerY_ftrS'styOftf r}ssh wi n I all
Museum to better deal with the expected influx of visitors. \rl]vgs k‘)aeen tlge Asstgirs{:nt (;Erato(;

The Cultural Heritage Series brochure was mailed in Novemf h i lassical

ber, a catalog of this Summgrllg\éllcqxgs%caa el g s bee

ated, several books have been reprinted for our gift shop, all
which Nancy organized. She has officed in our Annex locati
at the Wales & Hamblen building (where the Westwood mu-
rals are on exhibit) through the winter and will move back to
the Museum in May.

story of Medicine Museum.
arting on the 15th of July,
Tashia will also be visiting Maine for the first time.

@d an intern at the Clendeningd=g
t



RUFUS PORTER REDISCOVERED

Rufus Porter Rediscoverdy Jean Lipman (1980) is now

CURIOUS ARTSby RUFUS PORTER

For sale this summer in our gift shop will be three different

available for purchase at the Rufus Porter Museum gift shopeproduction books by Rufus Porter. These very rare books

for $30 each. Through a combined effort of our museum

and the family of Jean Lipman we have been abletoreprinte ncasement s

this informative and fascinat-
ing book. Included are 22 full

RUFUS PORTER

are either owned by private collectors or seen through glass
with no opportunit

Although all of the books are versions@idirious Artseach

o 101 s Bopks 3 gnigue gspects.

The Rufus Porter Museum is a nprofit 501(c)3 organization.

color plates
rals, a chronology of his life, The 1826 version is a first edition that has an Appendix
genealogical information, a with a |isting of #fAvarious art
listing of known murals by ing pages, with the prices, ex
Porter (as of 1980) aswellas fiGl ue (gel atine)d is described
aF_orwardb_yG_e_raIdPie_I, skins of animalsodo and is avail
:.;\‘ ) E::g:zci); eS ﬂelnggg: American The 1831 version is the last knoWurious Artsand has
s ' additional information on fimet
' ; h 1 2 3¢ k ha A ﬁdsfi?a@ygin c%%ﬁrgtignxwgmqjd Sturbridge Village,
LM oot hound ' he Rufus Porter eum is reprinting the first known book
: ’ by Rufus Porter (c. 1820). The actual title of the bodk &
Select Collection of Approved, Genuine, Secret, and Mod-
ern Receipts, For the Preparation and Execution of Various
MEMBERSHIPS Valuable and Curious
Our new membership year begins on July 1. Your member£\tS, As practiced by the
ships have provided the Museum valuable operating funds PeSt Artists of the present
allowing us to make small improvements to the parking, A 9 €Tbis 48page book
office space, the Howe mural exhibit at the Wales & Ham- Contains chapters on such
blen building and this year repainting of the interior walls att ©Pi ¢s as fATo make Shel -
the Museum. This fall, we hope to build a handicapped !¢ Varnish for Japan-
accessible bathroom for the museum, and insulate the mu-N1 Ng0 and ATo change the
seum to allow year round use of the building. One hundredco!or of a horse from .
percent of your donations are used to benefit the Museum. P | @ ¢kt o whi teo.
. Each of the books will be available for $30 each.
Please Join Us
Name Telephone:
Address City: State: Zip: .
Email .
Membership Level:
Individual ($45) Bronze Leaf ($1200) :
Family ($60) - Silver Leaf ($3000) :
Supporting ($300) L Gold Leaf ($5000) :
Sustaining ($600) o :
Make checks payable to THE RUFUS PORTER MUSEUM, PO Box 544, Bridgton, ME 04009
MasterCard __ Visa
Card # Exp Date CW#H__ -
Signature
Cardhol derds name (printed as it appears on the cagr d)



